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SUBJECT: NORWAY CONSIDERS CROTALE: MILITARY ASSET OR POLITICAL 
LIABILITY 

1. THE STILL UNRESOLVED QUESTION OF NORWEGIAN ARMED FORCES’ 
ACQUISITION OF CROTALE LOW LEVEL SAM SYSTEM HAS, AS A RESULT 
OF IMPININGING POLITICAL FACTORS, BECOME A SENSITIVE, CONTRO- 
VERSIAL ISSUE WITHIN THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT. PERHAPS 
BECAUSE THE US DOES NOT HAVE A COMPARABLE SYSTEM TO OFFER 
AND IS, IN FACT, CONSIDERING PURCHASING CROTALE TO MEET A 
REQUIREMENT FOR THE US AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY HAS DISCREETLY SOUGHT OUR ADVICE AND KEPT US IN- 
FORMED OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. CROTALE FIRST RAISED A FUROR IN NORWEGIAN PARLIAMENT 
UNDER THE KORVALD REGIME (JUNE 1973) WHEN QUESTIONS OF ETHICS 
AROSE REGARDING THE RELATIONSHIP OF AN OVERHEATED FRENCH 
MISSILE SALES EFFORT TO NORWAY'S NEGOTIATION OF A FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT WITH THE EC. ISSUE NO, HOWEVER, IS FOCUSED 
ON DEFENSE MINISTRY DESIRE TO ACQUIRE THE SYSTEM IT SEES 

AS A HIGH PERFORMER TAILORED TO SPECIFIC NORWEGIAN AIR DEFENSE 
NEEDS. SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE 
SERIOUSLY BOTHERED BY "SOUTH AFRICA CONNECTION" AND THEIR UNDER- 
STANDING THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS UNDERWRITTEN MOST OR ALL R & D COSTS 
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REVERBERATIONS HAVE BEEN PURSUASIVELY REINFORCED BY BLACK 
AFRICANS THEMSELVES. THE HEAD OF THE LONDON-BASED ANTI- 
APARTHEID MOVEMENT, ABDUL MINTY, STRESSED DURING SPRING 
AND SUMMER VISITS TO OSLO THE UNDESIRABILITY OF A NORWEGIAN 
DECISION THAT WOULD ABET SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMIC INTERESTS. 
VINCENT EFON, CAMEROUNIAN FOREIGN MINISTER AND LEADER 
OF AN OAU DELEGATION, MADE THE SAME POINT MORE RECENTLY 
ALTHOUGH THE NORWEGIAN S SUSPECT EFON MAY HAVE BEEN PER- 
FORMING AT MINTY'S BEHEST. BOTH MINTY AND MEMBERS OF EFON'S 
OAU DELEGATION RAISED THE SPECTRE OF A POSSIBLE UN RESOLU- 
TION DENOUNCING NORWAY FOR A FAVORABLE DECISION ON CROTALE. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS ALSO RECEIVED PRESSURE DIRECTLY 

FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF TANZANIA AS WELL AS FROM FINLAND THROUGH 

TANZANIAN CONTACT WITH FINNISH DIPLOMATS. 

3. OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT REACTION HAS BEEN A CAUTIOUS REAFFIRM- 
ATION OF MILITARY EFFICACY OF CROTALE SYSTEM. UNDER SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE THORVALD STOLTENBERG STATED PUBLICLY THAT 
"THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT A PURCHASE OF THE COTALE 

WILL MEAN TECHNOLOGICAL OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF SOUTH 
AFRICA.. ..AND THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS GUARANTEED THAT 
NO SOUTH AFRICAN INTERESTS ARE IN THE PICTURE." STOLTENBERG 
ALSO SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BRING UP THE CROTALE 
PURCHASE ISSUE IN THE NORWEGIAN PARLIAMENT, WHICH MUST 
AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE AND APPROPRIATE FUNDS. UNTIL "ALL 
ASPECTS OF THE CASE HAVE BEEN EXAMINED." 

4. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT. FOREIGN MINISTER FRYDENLUND 
TOLD AMBASSADOR IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT THE BRITISH 
(PRESUMABLY UK AMBASSADOR SELBY) PERSONALLY RAISED THE MISSILE 
QUESTION WITH HIM AND URGED A NORWEGIAN PURCHASE OF THE 
IMPROVED BRITISH RAPIER SYSTEM RATHER THAN CROTALE. THE 
BRITISH ARGUMENT EMPHASIZED THE COMMITTMENT OF THE UK TO 
DEFEND NORWAY, A TASK WHICH WOULD BE SIMPLIFIED LOGISTIC ALLY 
WERE NORWEGIAN FORCES TO BE ALREADY QUIPPED WITH BRITISH AIR 
DEFENSE WEAPONS. 

5. EMBASSY OFFICERS HAVE BEEN DISCREETLY QUERIED BY SENIOR 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS WHO ARE (1) INFORMED THAT THE 
PENTAGON AND UNITED STATES ARMY ARE CURRENTLY EXAMINING THE 
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COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF CROTALE, RAPIER AND ROLAND SYSTEMS 
AND (2) ANXIOUS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US THINKING AND INTENTIONS 
WITH REGARD TO A PURCHASE FOR THE US ARMED FORCES. ACTION 
REQUESTED. WE WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON STATUS OF ANY 
US MILITARY INVESTIGATIONS OF THE DIFFERENT LOW LEVEL 
SAM SYSTEMS WHICH MAY BE UNDERWAY TO ENABLE US TO RESPOND 
USEFULLY TO THE INFORMAL BUT HIGH LEVEL INQUIRIES FROM 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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